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N. LóRAND 
Kecskemét (Hungary) 

PHARMACIES AND MEDICINE-SUPPLY OF 
''KIS-KUNSÁG'' (LITTLE-CUMANIA IN HUNGARY) IN THE 18th 

AND 19th CENTURIES 

It is wrell--k11o·wn h-ow underdeve.lop1ed the public he·alth of ot1r country was 
in a~ncie·nt ti1nes. If w,e .ad·d :to it .th•at its pairit lyiing ,be;tJw,een th·e riiv€rs Danub.e 
aind Tis7ja lingeiried :Ln ev,en girea t·er· misery, I thinlk i:t will 1be inter·e·sting to 
caist .a glance into· 1fu·e piast of rthe health 001n·dit.ions of t,his ·I"e1gi1om.. 

'Dh,e hisitoíI'y of .a p·eople ibeg;~ ge,n·er.ally eaTli·er than its wr·iitt.en T·elics, and 
our s,eairching .eye moving .iJnto th·e p.ast .is .afble to peroei!ve 1es.s. atnd l·ess out 
of rieal1ty, as is flows tog.eth,er with th·e w 1or:l,d of .im.ag.i!na.ry leg,en.ds. Thus, 
dealing with th·e past of miedioal conditi0G.1S in Little-Cumania, I feel it neces­
s.ary to I'lemind by some word1s ·the historic background of th,e ag,e and po,pu­
la tion as well. 

After th·e c.onqu·est of HUingairy o·ur poopl,e did ·not l~k·e the barren, sandy 
parit of ar·ea betw·een the DanUlbe and .the Tisza, whioh was quite ·unilnha.ibi:ted 
at that time, ·but in the 13·th oe11itury Cumanians ·escapitn·g from th·e Tart·ars 
fo·u 'n·d s!he1t,er here, .aind King Béla IV ma::cik·ed ou.t tb.is v·ery r ·egiOIIl ;to th·e 
Cumanian newoomens. S·o· Cu1n.ani·an s·ettlen1ents wer,e ·esta1bli:sih·e·d at the 
plac·e of to·d,ay's Flü~öp·szál1ás .and Ki,skunh.a1as, .aind actu.al.ly ibrolk1e giround f or 
th·e bas·e of presenrt lo·calitl·es. 

A s·p·e·cial oonsti tutioinal pos~tion was set up f·or th·e C·umani.an s1ettlem.en·ts 
be·tween the Danube aind ,the Ti·sza, whic:h were di'Vid1ed i!Ilto thiree larger ter­
ritori,es: J ,azJ7ig.i1a, G['!eat-Cuma:nia .and Littl·e-Cumania. Th·e latt·er is com­
pri·sing th-ree towns, eight vill·ages and several fa:runs. Its area is divid·ed in­
to three pa:rts, the !So-oat11ed ,,szék''-;g (1ai · · · riative ~egiol!IB), t'hat of HaJJas, 
Mizse .and :Kecsk·emét, ;altho1ug.h Ke·cskemét itself wias not a Cumantan esitab­
lishment. 

VV\hen, in 1470, th,e Black Death ravaged in th·e su·rroundiings, ,a grieart part 
o·f the population of H.a1as died. King Matthilas gav1e orde.rs f,or its r1e-estaib-
1Jis;hing, wh·ich was p:eriforime,d by Cumani.an captairris, g..ilvim.g hom·es to fiamilies 
who C·a·m 1e fro.m r·egions f,ar,aw1ay. 

D·u-ri:ng the Tlll'lkish occupation lasting for 150 yeairs, the principal occup:a­
tioln of thosie living on Cumainiiain-·territori1es w.ais 1ive 1stock f.airm.ilng, ib·ecaiUse 
live stook. w:as easier to CaI"i"Y away wh·en damger come and could be well 
so1d eVien in peaoe-time. Onaftsmen were :soarr:oely Y1epr:esen t e d 1am..d ,a;r.t.iJs1a1ns 
\Vere to be seútl·ed here ·only after the cOinclusion of the peace of Szatmár 
(1711). Commeroe w .ais iln th·e hain1ds of GiDeeks both :irn Félegyháza and H1a1as. 
Th1e news o f thre fiirst 1dú1ctoir settlim.tg doWln in KiJskunlha1Jais w.as :r.ieoo.rided ,as a 
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\riecy .impOlI"t1a!nt iefVielil.t ,by ia no·tioe iln 1778. He fo1U1nd ·thiat the Litt1e-Cumaman 
piopu:I.:aiion w .as ratlh:e.r im.rdif.fererrrt., thteTíe'Í10if1e 11he esta1blishme!Il!t of a p1ha'rmacy 
wias not w1oritlh whi1e·. Re 1sugigested to 1b1uy s;ome med1a1n1e· f:rom Reisit f 1oir 
200-300 Foirin·ts, \V·hich he w .an'be1d to S1el.l with a litt1e p ·rO·fit. Doctor János 
S:zulyk1ó·, how1ei\71er, )ooru1d miot 1De1p1ay ·the 1oain ih!e iveo~irw~d for ·t1h1e piri1oe· o[ the 
medtci1n•es, 1sfo !his -:5UJr.tfuierr 0'.'1eq·ues1ús W€T1e :rrej1eoted. :Ln 1810 .a 1dearie1e im. Fél1egy­
ház;a proposied to •e!sta.blish 1a t :Lea.st one pharmacy in ·eViery 1di~str·ict in !Jititle­
C\uma'I11a anid prtec~siely H1alas wia1s ,oanisii1d1eT!ed rws the most [ iarv101ur:a!bíle Í·O!i it bie­
caiUtSe otf i ts g10od 1 oawti.oin :aOJJd p1opuillatri·ty. 

Horw1eiv·e·r th·e ftirst ph.arm.acy c-01u1d not lbe sie!t up, in Khslk!u:nhalas befoirie 1817, 
and. :the.n .it w .as; by a ·ch·emist oall•ed R1ud•o1lf 1N.orviálk. Later, 'Í•our mor1e plhar­
maciies w ·erie s iet up . . in H:al.a,s., .in t he yea1rs 18·88, 1904., 1·9·13 a:n•d_ 1923. At· pr1es1ent 
thr•ee 10if tlhem .a·r ie f.unct.ion·ing. 

1,h,e ot·her significant Cumani:au1-sett.1em•ent is KunsZJentmiklós, whdch is 
menti·o·ned by ·th1e variou:s charters, is1sued to 1t.h 1e J ;azygian-Ct1mania1-is. D11r­
ing th·e Turki,s-h (}Ccupation it was ·complet·ely d·estro·yed, but it figur1e1s .again 
am101ng t,he inha;bi.ted lo.catioins on th·e O•c.casion oJf ith·e reg:iistrat.ion in· 1790, 
and g~o·t l·ett,e·r-p:atie.nt fior hol·d1ng ,annu.al f,a·irs in 1794, whiah ptrom1oted its 
fuirt.h·e'r d·ev1el 0 1p1m·en t. 

H·orw,eve·r., :iJn .th·e c.o.urse Oif i:bs ev·oJ1u:tiion .a pha·r.ma:cy w .as. no1t s·et u·p foT a 
-

11ong tim·e .in Ku1nsz;errtmi1kl·ós. Th·e p •op·u1atiioin our·ed itse1f moist.ly 1by h 10·1r11e-
mad·e drugs. In th1e best casie it w.as ,the do1ctio1r himself wiho· birot~gh,t .and g.av·e 
m.e.d·icine f o;r his paiti1ents. T1his is proiVied iby t.h·e 1bill of cr·edi t .a1ccoird.in.g to 
whi·cl1 in th1e y.ea!r 1793 th·e dioict·o·r acquiireid ·drugs neie·ded f·or .healing from 
tlh·e m101n·e,y ad·varnoed f:r 1o!m ·t.h·e t 1orwm.-ca;s:h. Tihis do·c'toir, J ·áno1s S1zulylk,ó, pr·o­
posie·d to .a·cquir.e d·ru.g.s im. the .s:am·e w .ay in Kislkun·ha.1ais three y·ea1rs lart·er, in 
1800. Dr. Szulykó -vvas ;activ1e in botJ-1. places. as o·fficia.l physician. 

Af1te!r sev·er:al .atte·mpts. the first piharmacy w .a·s est.alblishe.d in the y·ea;r 1802, 
on t,h·e !b1a.sis 0 1f .a p1ermisisi1on g ·r :a1n te,d f o:r p·ers)on,al us·e t·o· F :erienc T:óifu, 1a 
cihem.ist. So1me 1au·1Jho[;s p 1ut t!h·e· :s1e!tt,iing 'U,p· oif th1e fiírs1t :pha!rma;cy 1oinll.y. to· 1858, 
but t:hi:s 1da0te is ·erroin·eous. l1t ma.y talk·e its. oir.ig·i,n fir)o'm th·e f.act that Zsig,mon·d 
Tó·th, .th·e s;on .of Fer.enc TótJh, who wo.rlk·e,d as c,h•em·i:st tafkin.g ov.er th·e ph.a~­
n1acy oibt.ained in 1858 1th1e ,auth1011"iz·ation of .its ·etS;tablishment, ancl it was 
aok:nowl·edtg1e.d in J1á~szlb·er1ény otn ·th!e ocoass i1on o·f th1e Bio-called imp1eri1al .t,our. 
Some peop·l1e !too·k the date of this d1ocume!Ilt t ro b·e fouTudart:io1n-ti:m ,e of ·the 
p:h,airmacy as W·ell. 

On·e of t·h1e most iancient cu.manian · establ~shm€nts is Fülöo1szállás. ln its . . . . ~ 

SUr1round!ÍIIl1gs th•e f]ndings of tombs une.ar·tihed rbe.ar WiUn>eSS Oif •e·Xt·ensi Ve .settl·e·· 
m1ents f;rom A vra1r tim1es. During· !th~e Tlunkisih occup1atio1n of H·unga!I'y, t ih·e· sua~.­
ro·und·iJn,g 1oca,ti·ons ,of t .hiiS Littl1e-Cumani.am. r 1Egion w 1e['·e destro.yed ·and their 
disper.s·ed po:pulaitio11.. principally ·escap·e1d to t rhis pLace. Thus, F11löp·sz.állás b 1e­
cam·e p•e>op·l·e·d ]n su·ah ia ·d·egr·ee, that· in 1654. th·e l101c.atiQ·n toolk o,n 1e:asie th·e 
a·dj.a.c.ent fiaJr.ms:t1ea·d.s1, T.aJb1di .and 3 ·ziö.cs:i. A1ifuo"Ugh tb.e vi·lliag·e w .a1s spa·r ;ed 'b·~" 
the Turks., but a great pJ.agu•e in 1749, th:en cholera in 1831, lat·er t'h€· d 1e·v,éls.­
tat.ing i:rrwnd.ation :i:n 1·850 d·esitroyed i~ :P·opulati·on. T :he ·p!h.armacy h·er·e h.as 
been func·tioning sinae 1887. ·· 

Ano·ther sigriifica1-it Litt1e-Cuman'ian .setrt.1ement (a Jazygian •O·n ie) is Kis,ku11-
f1é1egyháiza. Lt catn b·e p:r•oíV1é·d .f1ro1m th:e :rich. rie·sul·t.s of ex.cavations t1h~·t at t .h ·e 
tim·e .of th,e .m .igr;a:tian.-:Per·i1od a f.airly riu.m -eró.u:S p·o·pu1ati-0·n liVie·d in t;his ·air.ea. 
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'Tih·e firrst w:ri tten .r·elias .aibout the esitlalblish·ment d·ate back to th1e" yearr 1-.389, 
but the oommiunity woo not to b1e .found .a:t tihe same sd.rte as it is noiW, lríaifuer 
oin to·p o.f the long .mou1d extendilng ffilíer :bh·e nooth-eas;terly pM'.t of th·e town. 
La!"ber it s"uirf1er1ed m.uch und·er Tulikish occupatioin aind S•O·on ·be.c,am1e a barr.e 
lowl·a'n·d p1ain, "Wíhi.ah wías talk1en loan ·by úhe .burighers of Ke·~emét together 
wi.th the neighoou·ring fair:ms. The fate m Félegyhlám did not mu:ch improve 
even aft.er th'e Turkiish time.s. The Habsburg ikings W·ere unwilling ;to acknowl­
e1dg1e th·e privileg·es grante·d to ithe Cumanians by earlier Hung1arian kings. 
The Cumani1a1n.s 1did not submi t 1to th.eir drnjurioufs posi tiicm 1atl1ld too·k th1e aff air 
befor·e th·e D1et. A J .azygian-Cum.ani.an oornissioner w.as nom·inated !by the 
Palatin·e of Hungary in the person Jánois Almásy, who did ,a grieat deal in the 
iirrterest of the L1ttl·e~Cum1arr1ans, espec1ally by estaib1ishing setitl·ements in the 
surroundings of the barren Kiskunfélegyháza. To his summons cca 220 Jazygian 
f·amil:i1es s1ettl·ed dow.n, mainly from J1ászflényszar.u and some neig,hlbouirin·g 
v;ill1ag·es, malkimg i1n this w.ay th·e ,m,a'in point of KiSkuinflél·egyihá2'la of today. 
I.t a:dvanced ·s1in1c1e to one of the most thJrivi:ng towns of ifu·e Grr.ea·t 1Hu1n.g.air·i·a.n 
Plan. Tlhe 1administnativ1e board of the times ·end,e.avo·ured to promote the· set­
t1ement of tra1despeo·pl1e, buildir1g the·m prie·mises of shops. The fiirst Pharmacy­
ho'UJS1e wias set up !herie· 1I1JeX1t iJo tlhe, ·so.,,,aal1ed Gneek~hops by <tlh·e Ooun.cil. We 
can T·ea·d albou t it in the t·e.xt of th·e 1Counci.l..,JProtoool ·ool1ection (Pro·to·co.ll·um 
politicum) Vol. 12 page 9·24 .and 925 from the y·ear 1819. 

Fro.m t~h·e .a:bov.e w1e can see among others that even 60 years afiter t.he 
s·ett1em·en·t-notü,oe of Almásy, th1erie .ainrirv1ed settl·ers to Fé1egyh~áza from Cu­
mani.a, far instaince from K uins.ZJentm.ilk1ós, wfh·en th1e· f irst ph·arrrna·CY w1as 
estalblis.h1ed. Later on, filV<e m·or·e pharmaci·es w·ere f ound·e·d in Fé1egy1háza, in 
chronologi.cal orider: in 1875, 1894, 1904., 1916 anrd 1934, fa:-om w:hich .thr€e .are 
fu:nctLoning at pr·esient, whil·e two wer·e c1ooed ·dow:n .aft·er the natdonalization. 

The next ph:arma·cy in Li,ttle-iCu,mani,a, albout ~hiah I intend to· spe.afk is. that 
of Kislkunmaijsa. Th·e oommunity existed a].i~eady iin th1e 1.Vti·ddle-A.ges, but it 
stood th100 ·some mi1es ftair:ther flOOIIl iihe vi1!1ag1e of ouir days, orr tJhe p1aoe of 
thie s·o-cal1ed ''Templie-hill'' ,and its I"emai.lns ave still to b·e seen therie. Durin·g 
tJh.e exoav.a.tions in th1e early years of th1e last c·enrou:ry, sever.al instruiments 
a1nd j·ew·els of the Mi1d,d1e Ages w 1er1e brougiht to th·e surface, .am1ong which 
th·e most iv.a·l·u.aible ones ar1e !roept 1n the B~uda·pest National Museum. 

In Kitslkunma·js;a the ph.ammacy oame into be·ing rath·er l.ate. The estaiblri.Slh­
merrt o[ ·th1e finst ointe iis grenenally put 1to ·the Yieair 185·2, 1but thlat .IB inat 'bru·e. 
J1án•o1s CS1áJbná1d.Y Jr., a on·e tim·e .ahemist of KiSk'tl!ITma·j·sa, who .among others 
wir.ot·e :a m01I1og.r.aphy of ifuis to.wn, .mad·e thorough airohiv.al r·esiearich·es. ain·d 
sta:.t·ed that ,the. first step w.as a·ctually ·done in 18.5·2. A y·ear later th·e ~ou,ncil 
comp1ained that the plans of the pharmacy submi·tted for :a1ssent had not arriv­
ed yet. ln the m·eantime ()lth·er applicants made requ1est·s for th·e · rigrht of 
·estalblishing th·e pla111ned ph.airm.a·cy, inclu·ding Mátyás Rozsnyai, th·e ·emin·ent 
Hungari.an ch·emist, too. How·w.er, th·e auúhorizat.ion ·for grantiing th·e rigiht 
ca:m·e as lat.e .as 1860, and it w·as Pá·l Torj.ay Who go·t it. The gen,er.al .assembly 
held in 1861 g.arv·e tvvo hec~es of fie.l.d to th1e .chemist for th·e purpose of cr·e­
ating .a 1botani·cal gard·ens, .aind g.row.ing medi.oal ·p1atnts res·pectwely. That w.as 
indicated evien on official maps, as ithe field of ''Apothecaroo''. The d1evelop­
m·ent of th·e .commurn·i·ty 1and the c1aims of th„e IJ9pu1ation m,a.de it .necessaTy ttC\ 
put up a sec()!ll·d ph.arma.cy in 1889. I·t is that ane which rpr:ovi·d·es .for the mo-
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m·ent peoipl1e w.ith m ·e·dicine, th·e o·ld ph.arimacy bei:ng .clos,ed down after the 
na tion.aliza tion. · 

Lajosmiz.s1e of today was :also a significant Cumanian 1establishm·ent, as th·e 
center for th·e f·onner ''Mizs·e-szék''. It got · its name f:rom the l'.ast Balatine 
of Kim.g ·László IV, ''The Cumanian'', call·ed Mi2se. Th1e s·ett1ement ·Came into 
being :by ·t·he uinion of .th·e th1r·e1e f .a1r:ms: Mi:z:se, Bene .and Laj.o·s. One of the 
signif:icant Cumani.an ,centers wais th·e ''Mizse·-s'.Zjék'', to which f ormely e·vien 

Kuns~entmiík.lós belo,nged. ln 1Jhe TUillkish times this loc.ali ty w .as d ·estroy;ed, 
.and began to d ·ev·elop a1ga.im. in the y·earis aibout 1800. I·ts firs·t ph.armacy 1n 
1889 go;t thie illiaunre of Kiln1g Stephen the SaiJIIt ; 11hie o:tfhier· ph.acrimacy w1as. p 1u t 
up in 1928, which was uni·t·yd wi"bh 1fue fiírnt o.ne aft1er .nati•onalization, .thus 
Laj·osmiZlS,e and its &U!I'!ro·uindinigs is pirovid·erd now by on·e d·rugsto1r.e o·nly. 

N·eanb·y K·er:ekegy(há·za w .as kin.own formerly as K·unlkeriek·egyh1á·z,a. It w .as 
an 1estat·e •01f landlovds a.lr·eady in the middl·e o·f ithe 15th ·century. ln the Tu1,.,k­
ish times i·t was compl1et1ely d·es.troyed .and b1eoam1e peop'led gr,andually from 
th·e 1n1eiglhlb1ou~r·ing Cu·m ,an ·iain €1Sítalblishm·ents in th1e 18th .cent:ury ·only, so th.at 
in 1858 it wa6 alr1e.a,dy a.n i.nd1ep1end·ent vill.ag1e. I ts ph.ainm.acy was f.o.unded in 
1894 ~y Laj·os Ruttkay .and was n.a:med af.t·er King S,te·p1h·en. It h .as 1been func­
úi101niing s.ince .th·en. 

O·rgoivány .b·elo1ngs simi1a.rly .to t1h·e Cum1a,nian es.t.alblishm·en ts of the s1an·dy 
lowJand p1a:in. Tth1e locality w .as th'e piro·p,er-:ty b·etw.een 1436 and 1501 of the 
''Halas-szék'' and was mentioned among the more populous settlements. It 
belon.ged for a long time to Ku.nsrze:ntmirklós, as an ou)t·estate .an<l beca·me a11 
i11tdJepen1derut ·vil1agie in 1901 only. Its phairmacy has ·beetn fUJnctiolllirng isilnce· 1926. 

'Tiáiz1ár :ha·d no p.hanm.a1cy till .aft·e r th·e liíbe·r.ati·on, ;al·tho.ugh it w.as o·ne of the 
most fam•ous Cum.aJnia:n s 1et·tl€;ments of the M·id1d·1e .Ag·es. I t k ·ept t hi:s. characber 
for a lo·n.g t iime. ':D.her1e w :ais grieat r .iv:alrry for its ri·oh p1astuil:~es, t?hus i.t w .as. in 
th·e l·eas·e af S·z,ege·d, a:f·tie!'!W;ards belo:n;g.ed to S1o·lúvadk1ert. I.t 1becam·e an iinde­
p·en·d·eint oommunity in 1872. J,n 1907 i ts naJm1e w.a:s oh.an.ge·d to1 Bróin.ay~alrva, 

a·n·d gD·t its ortl1ginal n·a.m·e 1badk aiter the liJbe·ration onl·y. Its pl1arm.acy was 
tns·t:all1ed iln 19 5 3, the f ir.s;t 1ea!der 1beiJn1g J á :no1s Osoirib1a. 

·T:he ·C:umanian past of KissZJálllás, in the ineighibo·urho10 1d of Kislk:unha.las, is 
to b1e found today ·only ,in it·s o·ld nam·e, being 'known thien as Kunszállás. Lwter 
it figur·ed as Lőrincp·usz.t·a ·too. Tíh·e· do·minial h ·emp-factorry an1d th·e dis­
till·ery instituted chiefly otn quickisand-p1ai·n giav.e 1emplo·ym.ent to· a lo·t of 
work1ers. Their medical needs Wler·e met mo!sltly fro·m Halas and w 1e!'e ratiher 
complicat=ed until the liberation. It could get a pharmacy o·f its own only 
after n ,a;tionali:zing the p!harmaai·es, oin the ground~f.10,o:r of th·e h ·em·p·-1fac'.tocy. 
'l,oday iit can p1erf·o·rm its du·ti·es tr·an\s.f 1erred into a U1Jew building and .Denov,ated 
in its ·equip.m·ent as w ·ell. 

I w .ant to m ·ention two o:th·er settlem·ent iin Litt1e-Cu1m.anija, although th·ey 
d10 no1t rb·elong to· o·ur ·C•01UJntry-netw·ork, on·e of th·em .is Kis:k·u·nl.aoháza, whioh 
exi:st·ed alrea·dy in the tim·es of King László th ·e C!um.ani.an. I ts ph.ar.m:acy has 
b·een wo·r1kin1g siinoe 185 0. Th1e oith.eir is in ·Kiislkundo:ro·~1ma sinc·e 1861. 

Sh·artly summ~rized I wianted ·to te11 1fue histolry of the plha:nma.cie·s whi<cih 
ar·e to be found betw·een the D.a1nUlbe .and the T.isza, which (fegio·n w.a.s fo~ 
a long period a privileg·ed territory. 

F.imially, I want to mention. that in :K!eoskiemét in ourr pharma1oo-fuistorioal 
coll·ection t ·h 1ene is oo·me historical material ab,o·ut .ev·ery pharma·cy in the coun-
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·ty; their prioces.sing i·s going o·n. J.Jet us hope that ·th1e sielections from the 
r·egion prie,sented h·er1e di1d not tell d1etails only about ·the old pharmacies of 
Little-Oumainia, bu'.t made it peroeptible that historic and eth!nograp1l1ic re-
2earch, as well as the r 1esearch for his.tory 0f h ealth policy are not to be s1epa­
rated, cannot be delimited, because h1ealt·h conditions and the other circum­
stanc·es .ar1e clo·s1ely ·001nnectred and chang·e togieth·er with tlhe life of the settle­
ment. 
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