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Introduction

Pressburg - Posonium - Pozsony - Presporok (today Bratislava, Slovakia)

After the Battle of Mohacs (1526) the Kingdom of Hungary was defeated by the Ottoman Empire, and a big
part of its territory was occupied by the Turks. In 1536 Pressburg was designated the new capital city of
Hungary, becoming part of the Austrian Habsburg Monarchy. The city became a coronation town and the seat
of kings, archbishops, the nobility and all major organisations and country offices. During the 18™" century was
the largest and most important town in Hungary. The town population tripled, and the city was the centre of
social and cultural life of the region (Fig. 1).

In the middle of the 18™ century in Pressburg worked 14-15 civil physicians, municipal and military
S R L2 3 | hospital, two hospitals operated by religious orders (Sisters of St. Elizabeth, Merciful Brethren), and a Jewish
Fig. 1. Presshurg in the 18" century hospital. Pharmacy care was provided by six pharmacies owned by civil pharmacists, and three pharmacies
owned by religious orders (two mentioned above and Jesuits). Providing of healthcare services was organized
and controlled by the officially established town physician.

Aim of the study TAXA Oriental plants and herbal drugs in Taxa
The aim of this study was to sum the oriental medicinal PHARMACEUTICA Table 2. Simple medicines and herbal drugs derived from plants with
plants and herbal drugs of the Central European Materia POSONIENSIS, oriental origin
Medica, according to a selected pharmaceutical work Taxa o I“{Eﬁfmﬁ?f&Eﬁﬁ?fﬁmm'
: ; . : : SEECIALI MANDATO Category Examples
Pharmaceutica Posoniensis, Cum Instructionibus EXCELSI : _
Pharmacopoeorum, Chirurgorum & Obstetricum (Fig. 2) Aromata (spices) Cardamomum majus, Cinamomum, Galanga, Nux
P : g G CONSILII REGII p Moschata, Piper, Vanigliae, Zedoaria

LOCUMTENENTIALIS HUNGARICI

ASSUMT 4,

Cortex Cassiae caryophyllatae, Cortex Cinamomi,

- = : PER Cortices (barks) ..
Tax.a .Phal'm?()euu()a POSO“'G"S'S, 1 745 REGIAM SANITATIS Cortex Thymlatls
Basic information COMMISSIONEM Flores (flowers) Flores Stoechadis Arabicae
. . . . AC PER TITULATUM . . . .
The Taxa prepared since 1743 and published in 1745 in EXC. CONS. REG. LOCUMTENENT. Fructus (fruits) Cassia fistularis, Cocculi de Levante, Gallae
Pressburg was the first official pharmaceutical rate book of ]uw‘;ﬁ'i;;;ﬂﬁégﬂ UCtus (mats) o, o ivae, Grana Been) Tamanindi, Zisyphie
the former Hungarian Kingdom. This taxa was obligatory to Mediine Dccork, Libts Rege Civiai Pofonen Aloé, Asa dulcis, Gummi Carannae, Gummi
1799. The Hungarian Royal Governor’'s Council Tt U Uliwen Ty da, Gummi (gummi) Myrrhae, Gummi Olibani, Manna electa, Sanguis
o . ° Pofondi, Acno Cheiln M, DOC, XLV, Lt Eoyeraz, . .
commissioned Joannis Justus Torkos (1699-1770), the town Draconis, Storax Calamita, Terra Catechu
physician of Pressburg to edit the rate book. Fig. 2. Title page of Taxa Herbae (herbs)  Thee Indicae, Thee de Boy
The TaXa includes the hst and prlcnlg Of the simple and Pharmaceutica Posoniensis ngna( d ) Lignum AlOéS, Lignum Rhodium, Lignum
i) . 4 woodas . :
composed medicinal products used in Central Europe in the | Santalium, Lignum Sassafras
18" century. For the editing of the Taxa, the author primarily ;TJH“;%:;-;r-”f%ﬁ’ifﬁE,E%;’f_T} G Radices (roots) Radix Been rubri, Radix Chinae, Radix Curcumae,
5 2 £ 3 ;EE LT '1“,: HEIE R R B :I”“PEF* . . 5 5 .
used the Vienna Dispensatory published in 1729. Bipiuaneis mis ol S0 B3 KRR Radix Turbith Gummosi, Radix Zedoriae
) | LAISTROMI A : Semen Anisi Stellati, Semen Bombacis, Semen
C ATA.E; 0G1 | ‘ Semina (seeds) L.
Structure o s ciceris, Semen cynae
i ; i : FAXAE | ARRA
The catalogue of medicines is quadrilingual, presenting | . e L
o o : : . Medicamentorum |4 Parikabils Orees- Table 3. Examples of parent plants of the drugs with oriental origin
18t century medicines nomenclature in Latin, Hungarian, T o
German, and Slovak language. The price list (currency units: PARS [ | ELSO RESZ Origin Parent plants
. . . ativis, Crudis, Simplicibuz . Kz f”f"-pﬂ -"'w teriakao.. . . . .
florenus, grossum, denarius) is supplemented by Latin e 1 B Tubkdy Cicer arietium, Convolvulus scammonia,
instructions for pharmacists, surgeons, and midwifes/ —ExRogno Vegeubii, | 4 Fnit e AsiaMinor  Helichrysum orientale, Lecanora esculenta,
. : : i1 | §. 1 Liqguidambar orientalis
obstetricians in this era. Arocuta P b 1 " - b
First part (Pars I) contains the list of simple medicines e s s Byt Ara 1an1 léoswe 1 Sacrg’ Commiphora opobalsamum,
ek ; ; iy : B TR 1 e eninsula ossvbium arborecum
(De Nativis, Crudis, Simplicibus), while the second part (Pars S e P yP
II) the list of prepared medicinal products (De Arte Paratis) - : VS West and . Artemisia cina, Centaurea behen, Limonium sp.
: . : ; mﬂ LR L Central Asia
Fig. 3-4. The rate book contains more than 2.100 items - i i - ETREE, C " o B ol
: i : R namirta cocculus, Bursera acuminata, Calamus
simplicia and composita, and more than half of them have a . . . o
India draco, Curcuma sp., Moringa oleifera, Nardus indica,

plant origin. Fig. 3. Title page of the Taxa s

: i ; : : 5 Tamarindus indica
In the section Ex Regno Vegetabili (Pars I/Sectio I) are  [irst part (simple medicines)

: : i Ceylon Cinnamomum verum, Garcinia morella
listed 538 simple herbal drugs (25 % of the Taxa's items) Y L . .
S ; . : % P p— China Camellia sinensis, Illicium verum, Ziziphus jujuba
divided into 10 categories (Table 1). Drugs are derived from g R E ind , Alninia ool
. > ndonesia inia galanga
more than 400 plant species, and several of them have |&&&& v-*%ﬁ % ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%é A el
oriental origin (Table 2-3). . : :
CATALOGI LM?OW How did get the oriental plants and drugs to
Table 1. Categories of simple herbal drugs TAXE | ARRA Central Europe?
Latin name Hungarian, German and Slovak name English AR ot e & ﬂj‘?ﬂiih@ﬁmf In the 18t century decreased
ber of it mentioned in Taxa name JARS ' ' : ;
Sl EE . w— : . FARS 1L ;fjﬁ?i’?ﬂifz the importance of the main
Aromata (27) E;zie.rszamo K — Speceyene — Wonne spices amﬁma ; .:a%lm CEa i bind e e
Cortices (22) Héial ] R o i — o Esesh: (northern Hansa Route and
ortices (22 éjak - Rinden - Kar arks SR G s ane o B
: ¥ ol v . Tl = southern Levant Route), and
Flores ( 50 ) Vlrago < — Blumen - Kwety owers I’,r:}”; . _. ;JJ"T, | th e most fI‘ e qu ent b ecame
Fructus (48) Gyumoltsok - Friichte - Owotce fruits ] S o iiane il Bt
Fungi (5) Gombdak - Schwamme - Hauby fungi e | H*m around Africa. From the : .
Gummi* (63) Gummak - Gummi - Gum ummi O bantagt G owng ik 8 I : Fig. 5. Main trade routes of
3 ) ) | Y 5 e European port LOWNS  ,riental articles to Central Europe
Herbae (127) Fiivek - Krauter - Byliny herbs s o 5 wholesalers and materialists
Ligna (19) Fak — Holzer - Dfiwj woods Fig. 4. Title page of the distributed articles to Central Acknowledgment
Radices (99) Gyokerek - Wurzeln - Koreny roots Taxa ‘s second part (prepared ~ European pharmacies. Authors give thanks to Dr. Katalin
Semina (78) Magok - Saamen - Semena seeds medicinal products) KApIOnEIqy woominebiels | Dedicy

History Library, Budapest, Hungary)

*includes also Gummiresinae, Balsama, Succi concreti
for her useful help to realize this study.
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