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cy, stomatology and veterinary of 
the Serbian Encyclopedia, Prof. Dr. 
Dušanka Krajnović participated in 
the preparation of biographic and 
bibliographic pharmacy determi-
nants, published in fourth volume 
of the Serbian Encyclopedia and 
issued by the Serbian Academy of 
Science and Art (SANU/SASA) and 
Matrix Serbica (Matica Srpska). 

In the collection of papers report-
ed at the 8th Congress of Medical 
Historians issued in May 2018, two 
scientific papers of the members of 
HPS were published. Jasmina Ar-
sić, Jelena Manojlović, Dušanka 
Krajnović: Apothecary specialties 
made in the laboratory of phar-
macy Kušaković - the presentation 
of cosmetic prescriptions and the 
analysis of dosage forms of select-
ed pharmaceutical preparations 
that are officinal in pharmacopoeia.  
Stevan Vukov, Elimiric apothecary 
Mr. Ferdinand Kos. 

Other Topics in View: With a great 
contribution of Mrs. Jelena Mano-
jlović and Prof. Dušanka Krajnović 
as well as by the decision of the 
Ministry of Culture - the Museum 
of the History of Pharmacy at the 
Faculty of Pharmacy changed its 
affiliation and became the Museum 
belonging to the Faculty of Phar-
macy, by adding to the old name of 
the Museum at the Faculty of Phar-
macy, that clearly sorts it out and 
profiles it as a museum belonging 
to the Faculty. Jelena Manojlović 
was appointed to be a curator, as 

being a preceding collaborator of 
the Department of Social Pharma-
cy and Pharmaceutical Legislation. 

Plans for 2019: Our plans for 
2019 include the following: i. 
Activities at the Museum for the 
History of Pharmacy belonging to 
the Faculty of Pharmacy, that will 
be especially focused on the sys-
tematization and processing of the 
Museum collections; ii. Creation 
and realization of the exhibitions 
at the Gallery of the Museum for 
History of Pharmacy as well as the 
collaboration with other cultur-
al institutions in the country; iii. 
Activities on the celebration of the 
80th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Faculty of Pharmacy and the 
140th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Union of Serbian Pharma-
ceutical Associations (USPAs), iv. 
Preparations for an active participa-
tion at the 44th ISHP Congress that 
will be held between 5-8 September 
in Washington, DC, USA; v. Con-
tribution to the popularization of 
the history of pharmacy as a scien-

tific discipline through media and 
interactive workshops carried out 
with high school and health care 
students. 

dusica.krajnovic@pharmacy.bg.ac.rs

SPAIN – THE  SOCIETY OF 
UNIVERSITY LECTURERS ON 
HISTORY OF SPANISH PHAR-
MACY (Raúl Rodríguez Nozal)  
In 2018, the  Society of University 
Lecturers on History of Spanish 
Pharmacy (Sociedad de Docentes 
Universitarios de Historia de la Far-
macia de España, SDUHFE) pub-
lished a book as a result of its Fourth  
Scientific Symposium which took 
place in La Rábida (Huelva, Spain) 
on 16-17 June 2016: E. Moreno 
Toral, A. Ramos Carrillo, and A. 
González Bueno (eds.)  Ciencia y 
Profesión: El farmacéutico en la his-
toria. Sevilla: Universidad Inter-
nacional de Andalucía, 2018. This 
monograph is publicly available 
and can be downloaded from our 
Society’s website (https://sduhfe.
wordpress.com/), specifically from 
the following link:  https://sduhfe.
files.wordpress.com/2015/09/li-
bro-Huelva-pdf.pdf.

During the year, the Fifth Scien-
tific Symposium of the Society (V. 
Jornadas Científicas de la Socie-
dad de Docentes Universitarios de 
Historia de la Farmacia de España) 
took place in Guadalupe (Cáceres, 
Spain) on 6-7 April 2018. More in-
formation about this event can be 
found on our website (https://sduh-
fe.wordpress.com/) and on the cor-
responding Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/SDUHFE/).

raulrn@uah.esVII Congress of Serbian Pharmacists for the History of Pharmacy with international par-
ticipation, held in Belgrade between 10th-14th October 2018,

VII Congress of Serbian Pharmacists for 
the History of Pharmacy with internati-
onal participation, held in Belgrade bet-

ween 10th-14th October 2018,
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SWEDEN – HISTORY OF 
PHARMACY SECTION OF 
THE SWEDISH ACADEMY 
OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCI-
ENCES (Anders Cronlund)  The 
section broadened its subject field 
during the year to include the his-
tory of pharmaceuticals. It had 238 
members as of the end of 2018. Two 
board members resigned and were 
replaced. Three evening lectures 
were held during the year about: i. 
production of solutions for hospital 
dialysis around 1960, ii. how new 
knowledge about diseases has given 
ideas to new pharmaceuticals and iii. 
Latin terms used in pharmacies. Five 
students from two universities were 
supervised by board members when 
writing their examination essays. 

Three issues of the section’s jour-
nal Unicornis were published. The 
first issue was devoted the history 
of 10 old pharmacies in Stockholm. 
The second covered an article on a 
bottle of gonorrhea prophylaxis á 
la Credé and a bottle of Dextran 
respectively, effect of roasted rhu-
barb, the foundation of the Ferring 
Company and on Jacob Berzelius. 
The last issue of the year was devot-
ed old package labels, reports from 
the above mentioned examination 
essays and to earlier distribution of 
drugs in Finland. 

Many efforts have been devoted to 
run the Academy’s pharmacy histo-
ry museum. 450 persons have been 
guided through the museum in 
2018. Several new donations have 
been taken care of as well as sale of 
old surplus objects. Four rooms in 
the museum have been modern-
ized with new exhibitions and new 
equipment. One room displays now 
the history of nine Swedish phar-
maceutical companies (Vitrum, 
Pharmacia, Astra, Ferrosan, KABI, 
Recip, Ferring, Bofors Nobel-Phar-

ma, and ACO Läkemedel) and their 
main products during the last cen-
tury. 15 signboards of old pharma-
cies in the shape of golden animals 
(e.g., phoenix, eagle, and hind) are 
now exhibited in a beautiful room. 
In one room at the basement, a 
pharmacy has been reconstructed, 
mainly with cupboards, furniture 
and object from the Nordstjernan 
Pharmacy (1817-1978).

A board has become responsible for 
the Academy’s library and museum. 
Its responsibility is to decide on fu-
ture development and investments. 
The section has two representatives 
and will submit proposals to the 
board. 

eb.ac@telia.com

SWITZERLAND - SCHWEI-
ZERISCHE GESELLSCHAFT 
FÜR GESCHICHTE DER 
PHARMAZIE / SOCIÉTÉ SUIS-
SE D’HISTOIRE DE LA PHAR-
MACIE (Ursula Hirter-Trüb)  
On the occasion of the German 
Biennale which takes place every 
two years, the Swiss and German 
Societies for the History of Phar-
macy invited to a joint conference. 
From 6 to 8 April 2018, a large 
number of participants interested 
in the history of pharmacy met in 
Lindau at Lake Constance, near the 
Swiss border. Under the conference 
motto “Pharmacy: from handicraft 
to science,” eight speakers spoke on 
various relevant topics. Those who 
would like to know more about 
the speakers and lectures may vis-
it www.histpharm.ch. A various 
social program supplemented the 

conference and for the care of old 
acquaintances the opportunities 
were not missing.

As a newly conceived social organ, 
the Novellas were sent by e-mail to 
our digitally networked members 
for the first time in April. The reac-
tions were thoroughly positive and 
in July another edition followed, 
supplemented by a contribution 
from our member Peter Spillmann 
from Zug. Two editions per year are 
planned.

On 4 May 2018, our member 
Barbara Brauckmann invited to 
a further Pharmaceutical History 
Forum at ETH Zurich. On the 
subject of “Health then and now: 
‘Prescription arts’ in the course of 
time” there were various very in-
teresting lectures on the agenda, cf. 
our homepage.

Who didn’t know him? Dr. Mi-
chael (Michi) Kessler, the popular 
pharmacy historian, director of the 
Pharmacy Museum in Basel and 
board member of the SGGP, died 
in August 2018; the obituary can 
be read on the homepage.

At the end of September, a small 
group of guests and members 
met for the annual social event in 
Rheinfelden. The event started with 
a guided tour through the area of 
the Feldschlösschen brewery, which 
is very important for the region. 
After lunch, the “Pest Doctor” in 
the person of the historian Robert 
Conrad led us through the pictur-
esque town. As a connoisseur of the 
town, he also found a quiet place in 
the St. Martin City Church where 
Sarah Gnehm was able to give her 
lecture on the complex subject of 
“Beer and pharmacy.” One can 
look forward to the publication of 
her dissertation.

* * *

A l’occasion de la Deutschen Bien-
nale, les sociétés suisse et allemande 
d’histoire de la pharmacie ont or-
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ganisé une conférence commune 
après une longue interruption de 
cette tradition. Du 6 au 8 avril 
2018, un grand groupe de partici-
pants intéressés par l’histoire de la 
pharmacie s’est donc réuni à Lin-
dau sur le lac de Constance tout 
près de la frontière entre nos deux 
pays. Huit orateurs se sont suc-
cédés en abordant sous des angles 
divers le thème choisi: «Pharmacie: 
de l’artisanat à la science». Si vous 
souhaitez en savoir plus sur les in-
tervenants et leurs propos, vous 
pouvez les retrouver sur notre site 
www.histpharm.ch. La conférence 
a été complétée par un programme 
d’accompagnement varié qui fut 
autant d’occasions de créer de nou-
velles relations ou de renouer avec 
de vieilles connaissances.

En avril et cela pour la première 
fois, les «Novellas» ont été envoyées 
par e-mail à tous nos membres re-
liés à internet, leur offrant ainsi un 
nouveau mode d’information sur 
les activités de notre société. Les 
réactions à ce nouveau service ont 
été positives et un second numéro 
a suivi en juillet, complété par une 
contribution de notre membre Pe-
ter Spillmann de Zoug. Nous pré-
voyons d’en proposer désormais 
deux par année.

Le 4 mai 2018, notre membre Bar-
bara Brauckmann nous a convié à 
un nouveau Forum d’histoire phar-
maceutique à l’EPF de Zürich. Sur 
le thème de «  La santé d’hier et 
d’aujourd’hui: La récepture au fil 
du temps  », plusieurs conférences 
fort intéressantes se sont succédées. 
Vous pouvez également les retrou-
ver sur notre site internet.

Qui ne le connaissait pas? Nous 
avons eu la douleur d’apprendre 
dans le courant du mois d’août 
dernier la disparition de Michael 
(Michi) Kessler, historien de la 
pharmacie, directeur du Musée de 
la pharmacie de Bâle et membre du 
conseil de la SSHP; vous retrouverez 
sa biographie sur notre site internet. 

Fin septembre enfin, un petit 
groupe d’invités et de membres 
s’est réuni à Rheinfelden pour notre 
rencontre amicale annuelle. Elle a 
commencé par une visite guidée de 
la brasserie Feldschlösschen, qui est 
d’une grande importance régionale. 
Puis après le déjeuner, L’historien 
Robert Conrad connu sous le nom 
de « Pest Doctor » nous a conduit à 
travers cette ville pittoresque. C’est 
aussi lui qui nous a trouvé un coin 
tranquille idéal au sein de l’église 
St.-Martin, où Sarah Gnehm a pu 
nous donner sa conférence sur le 
sujet multifacette de « la bière et la 
pharmacie ». Nous nous réjouissons 
par avance de la publication pro-
chaine de sa thèse !

* * *

Anlässlich der alle 2 Jahre statt-
findenden Deutschen Biennale 
haben nach längerem Unterbruch 
die Schweizerischen und die Deut-
schen Gesellschaften für die Ge-
schichte der Pharmazie zu einer 
gemeinsamen Tagung eingeladen. 
Vom 6.-8. April 2018 traf sich im 
grenznahen Lindau am Bodensee 
eine grosse Schar pharmaziehisto-
risch interessierter Teilnehmer. Un-
ter dem Tagungsmotto „Pharmazie: 
Vom Handwerk zur Wissenschaft“ 
referierten acht Redner zu verschie-
denen einschlägigen Themen. Wer 
mehr wissen möchte zu Referenten 
und Vorträgen, findet die Angaben 
unter www.histpharm.ch. Ein viel-
fältiges Rahmenprogramm ergänz-
te die Tagung und auch für die Pfle-
ge alter Bekanntschaften fehlten die 
Gelegenheiten nicht.

Als neu konzipiertes Gesellschafts-
organ wurden im April erstmals die 
„Novellas“ per mail an unsere digital 
vernetzten Mitglieder versandt. Die 
Reaktionen waren durchwegs positiv 
und im Juli folgte eine weitere Aus-
gabe, ergänzt durch einen Beitrag un-
seres Mitgliedes Peter Spillmann aus 
Zug. – Vorgesehen sind zwei Ausga-
ben pro Jahr.

Zu einem weiteren Pharmaziehisto-
rischen Forum lud unser Mitglied 
Barbara Brauckmann am 4. Mai 
2018 an die ETH Zürich ein. Zum 
Thema „Gesundheit damals und 
heute: ‘Receptierkünste’ im Wan-
del der Zeit“ standen verschiedene 
sehr interessante Vorträge auf dem 
Programm, vgl. unsere Homepage.

Wer kannte ihn nicht? Der allseits 
beliebte Pharmaziehistoriker, Di-
rektor des Pharmaziemuseums in 
Basel und Vorstandsmitglied der 
SGGP, Dr. Michael (Michi) Kess-
ler, verstarb im August 2018; der 
Nachruf ist auf der Homepage 
nachzulesen.

Ende September traf sich eine klei-
ne Gruppe von Gästen und Mitglie-
dern zum jährlichen geselligen An-
lass in Rheinfelden. Auftakt bildete 
eine Führung durch das Areal der 
regional sehr bedeutenden Brauerei 
Feldschlösschen. Nach dem Mitta-
gessen führte uns der „Pestdoktor“ 
in der Person des Historikers Ro-
bert Conrad durch das pittoreske 
Städtchen. Als Kenner aller Winkel 
fand er in der Stadtkirche St. Mar-
tin auch ein ruhiges Plätzchen, wo 
Sarah Gnehm ihren Vortrag über 
den vielschichtigen Gegenstand 
„Bier und Pharmazie“ halten konn-
te. Man darf gespannt sein auf das 
Erscheinen ihrer Dissertation.

hirter.sggp@bluewin.ch

TURKEY – TURKISH HIS-
TORY OF PHARMACY RE-
SEARCH GROUP (Afife Mat) 

 In Turkey, 2018 was another 
fruitful year in terms of the history 
of pharmacy, with several national 
and international events.



NEWS
LETTER
20
2019

28

The highlight of the year was the 
13th Biannual National Conference 
on Turkish History of Pharmacy 
that was held on 11-12 May 2018 
at the Istanbul University Faculty 
of Pharmacy. Around 50 partic-
ipants attended the conference, 
at which a total of 21 oral and 9 
poster presentations were present-
ed. A special session for young re-
searchers was highly welcomed by 
the participants because of both 
the originality of the research and 
students’ deep interest in the histo-
ry of pharmacy, spanning from the 
history of pharmacy in American 
cinema to the history of pharma-
ceutical toys.

Between 1 June and 15 September 
2018, Dr. Halil Tekiner was a vis-
iting researcher at the Institute for 
the History of Pharmacy at Philipps 
University of Marburg in Germany, 
where he enjoyed the rich refer-
ence collection of the Institute and 
the friendly atmosphere. He met a 
number of German pharmaceutical 
historians and attended profession-
al meetings during his visiting pe-
riod. Between 2 and 6 September 
2018, he also attended the Interna-
tional Pharmaceutical Federation’s 
(FIP) World Congress of Pharma-
cy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
in Glasgow, Scotland, where he 
delivered an invited lecture on the 
history of Turkish aphrodisiacs 
and also presented a poster on the 
first female Turkish community 
pharmacist, Fatma Belkis Derman 
(1906-1958). 

Between 19 and 24 October 2018, 
Dr. Arman Zargaran, president of 
the Iranian Society for the History 
of Pharmacy, made an academic 
visit to the Erciyes University Fac-
ulty of Pharmacy in Kayseri, where 
he delivered a conference on Mus-
lim scholars’ achievements in phar-
macy during the Middle Ages.

On 5 November 2018, H. Tekiner 
gave a conference entitled “Histori-
cal milestones of Turkish Pharmacy 

from 19th century to the present” 
at the Medipol University Faculty 
of Pharmacy in Istanbul. Further-
more, on 21 December 2018, the 
Golden Mortar Award for the His-
tory of Pharmacy was given to the 
Ankara University Faculty of Phar-
macy for the historical monument 
they built at the faculty. 

Selected publications

1.	Avânzâde Mehmed Süleyman. 
Aile Eczâhânesi – Alman Usulü 
[Medicine Cabinet – The Ger-
man Style]. Transliteration by 
Halil Tekiner. İstanbul: Eczacılık 
Tarihi Araştırma Derneği; 2018, 
ISBN: 978-605-66467-3-7.

2.	Cavlazoğlu-Davulcu, Ahu., Tu-
gay, Osman. Medicinal plants 
used by Yakup Pasha, the Physi-
cian, in remedies for Mehmed II 
in the Ottoman period. Tarihin 
Peşinde 2018; 20: 1-15.

3.	Tekiner, Halil. “Milestones that 
paved the way to modern phar-
macy: a curious history,” 4. In-
ternational EMUPSS Congress 
(9-12 May 2018, Famagusta, 
TRNC) Abstract Book. Fama-
gusta: Eastern Mediterranean 
University; 2018, p. 2.

4.	Tekiner, Halil. “The substances 
of desire: a pharmaco-historical 
perspective on Turkish aphrodi-
siacs,” 78th International Pharma-
ceutical Federation (FIP) World 
Congress (2-6 September 2018, 
Glasgow) Abstracts; 2018. 

5.	Tekiner, Halil. Pharmacy history 
courses may –and should– of-
fer more than professionalism. 
American Journal of Pharmaceu-
tical Education 2018; 82(4): 365.

6.	Tekiner, Halil., Mat, Afife. “The 
first female community pharma-
cist in Turkey: Belkis Derman’s 

Prof. Dr. Afife Mat and Prof. Dr. Ekrem 
Sezik at the 13th Biannual National 

Conference on Turkish History of 
Pharmacy, held on 11-12 May 2018 in 

Istanbul.

An Ottoman book on medicine cabinets 
has been transliterated into modern 

Turkish with notes by H. Tekiner.

H. Tekiner with German colleagues at the Institute for the History of Pharmacy, Philipps 
University of Marburg, Germany, 13 June 2018
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(1906-1958) life revisited,” 78th 

International Pharmaceutical 
Federation (FIP) World Congress 
(2-6 September 2018, Glasgow) 
Abstracts, 2018. 

7.	Tufan, Selin., Gülsoy-Toplan, 
Gizem., Mat, Afife. Ethnobotan-
ical usage of plants as aphrodisiac 
agents in Anatolian folk medi-
cine. Marmara Pharmaceutical 
Journal 2018; 22(2): 142-151.

afifemat@gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM – BRIT-
ISH SOCIETY FOR THE HIS-
TORY OF PHARMACY (Peter 
G. Homan)  Our annual lecture 
programme began in February. Pre-
sented by Dr Petros Bouras-Valli-
anatos, it was entitled “Byzantine 
pharmacology between East and 
West.” 

The Annual Conference was held 
in Kegworth, near Nottingham, 
6 to 8 April. Friday, after dinner, 

we were given a talk about “Jesse 
Boot: pharmacist and philanthro-
pist.” The Saturday morning papers 
presented were: “Culpeper on dis-
tillations in his translation of the 
London Pharmacopoeia” by Dr 
Graeme Tobin, “Fraiskette or con-
vulsion chains: 18th-19th century 
magico-religious medicinal amulets 
from Bavaria and Austria” by Dr. 
Chris Duffin, “Beautiful medical 
and pharmaceutical books in the 
course of the centuries” by Renzo 
Console and “Defining the scope 
of pharmacy” by Dr. John Crellin. 
Following a coffee break and Post-
er Viewing, papers continued with 
“The first hundred years of Colo-
nial pharmacy in Hong Kong” by 
Patrick Chiu.

Saturday afternoon there was a tour 
of the Boots Company Archive in 
Nottingham. The evening meal was 
followed by musical entertainment 
from our own Chris Duffin and his 

special guest celebrity Christiane 
Staiger.

On Sunday, following the Annual 
General Meeting, lectures continued 
with “A view from the farm: antimi-
crobial resistance before antibiotics 
c.1940-1960 by Alex Bowmer,” (the 
Burnby Bursary winner) and “The 
beginnings of a healthcare empire: 
the early international history of 
Boots the Chemists 1849-1925.”

The May lecture was given by Fio-
na Shannon entitled “A Repository 
of Knowledge: the Schools’ Manu-
script Collection offering a unique 
insight into medical practices in 
post independent Ireland.” 

In June we visited Blythe House a 
museum repository, specifically to 
view some of the Science Museum’s 
very extensive collection of medical 
artefacts including the Henry Well-
come collection. 

H. Tekiner at the FIP Congress in 
Glasgow, Scotland, 5 September 2018

Visit to Blythe House

Visit to Boots’ Archives 
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The October lecture was by Cherry 
Lewis, “The Enlightened Mr Par-
kinson – of Parkinson’s disease.” In 
November there was a joint sympo-
sium with the Worshipful Society 
of Apothecaries entitled “Drugs, 
trade and Empire 1650-1850” or-
ganised by Dr. Stuart Anderson and 
Briony Hudson.

Alongside our existing Burnby Me-
morial Bursary, we launched a new 
Pharmacy History Project Grant with 
the aim to stimulate research by phar-
macists and pharmacy historians. 

Details of our future events, bursa-
ries and contacts may be found on 
our website at www.bshp.org

p.g.homan2@btinternet.com

USA - AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
OF THE HISTORY OF PHAR-
MACY (Dennis Birke)   During 
2018, the American Institute of the 
History of Pharmacy (AIHP) de-
voted much time and effort to plan-
ning for the 44th International Con-
gress for the History of Pharmacy, 
which will be held in Washington, 
DC, from 5 to 8 September 2019. 
Our efforts included developing a 
logo for the event and establishing a 
website (http://44ichp.org) to keep 
our friends from around the world 
appraised of our developing plans.

The venue for the International 
Congress will be the Capital Hil-
ton, located in downtown Washing-
ton and close to many historic sites. 
Our program committee, chaired 
by John Parascandola, PhD, has 
selected several renowned histori-
ans of pharmacy to serve as plena-
ry speakers and the committee is 
currently soliciting abstracts for 
podium presentations and posters. 
We have also organized a variety of 

scientific tours that will be offered 
before, during and after the Con-
gress. We hope our guests will plan 
to arrive a day or two early, or stay a 
day or two after the Congress con-
cludes, to take advantage of these 
special tours and the many other of-
ferings in the Washington, DC area.

We have made special arrange-
ments to hold the meeting of the 
International Academy of the His-
tory of Pharmacy (scheduled for 
the evening of Friday, September 
6) at the historic headquarters of 
the American Pharmacists Associ-
ation. The International Academy 
reception (immediately after the 
meeting) will be held on the roof-
top terrace of the building, which 
offers a breathtaking view of the 
Washington skyline. 

As I write this report, we are final-
izing plans to open online registra-
tion for the International Congress. 
We are looking forward to seeing 
many of you in Washington, DC in 
September! Please do not hesitate 
to call our office (608-262-5378) 
if you have any questions regarding 
the Congress.

* * *

The end of 2018 marked the end of 
Greg Higby’s long tenure as AIHP’s 
Executive Director. Greg served in 
that role for more than 30 years. Greg 
also served as Editor-in-Chief of AI-
HP’s scholarly journal, Pharmacy in 
History, and in that role he edited 110 
editions of the publication. We are 
happy to report that Greg will con-
tinue working at the Institute on a 
part-time basis after his December 31 
retirement. Greg will assume the title 
of Fischelis Scholar and curate the 
Institute’s collection of reference ma-
terials, books, and artifacts. Greg will 
also continue teaching the History of 
Pharmacy course at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School of Phar-
macy. AIHP staff hosted a retirement 
party for Greg on December 11.

A new leadership team took over at 
AIHP in January, following Greg’s 

retirement. Professor Lucas Richert, 
the incoming George Urdang Chair 
in the History of Pharmacy at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
School of Pharmacy, will serve as 
the Institute’s Historical Director. 
In that role, Professor Richert will 
assume responsibility for overseeing 
the Institute’s historical program-
ming, serving as Editor-in-Chief of 
Pharmacy in History, and ensuring 
the historical integrity of all AIHP 
programs and publications. Dennis 
Birke will serve as AIHP’s Executive 
Director.

AIHP held its Annual Business 
Meeting on 15 November 2018. 
For the first time, the meeting was 
streamed live on the internet. More 
than 30 members participated in the 
meeting. The meeting featured a spe-
cial live lecture by David Herzberg, 
Associate Professor of History at the 
University at Buffalo and a member 
of the AIHP Board of Directors. 
The lecture, entitled “The Opioid 
crisis in historical perspective: what 
we can learn from a century of ad-
diction to pharmaceuticals?” traces 
the long history of drug addiction 
and the equally long history of pub-
lic outcry about the use of certain 
drugs. He discusses the history of 
different drug enforcement regimes, 
and uses these important stories to 
draw lessons for the contemporary 
opioid crisis. The Annual Business 
Meeting also featured a prerecord-
ed interview of Greg Higby that re-
viewed his long career. 

At its meeting in June 2018, AI-
HP’s Board of Director adopted a 
new mission statement for the In-
stitute: “AIHP advances knowledge 
and understanding of the history of 
pharmacy and medicines.” AIHP 
President William Zellmer said the 
new mission statement provides a 
concise and succinct statement of 
the Institute’s core purposes. The 
new statement, he said, is designed 
to “focus and guide the work of the 
Institute’s leaders and staff” and 
to “inform our members and the 
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public about the work we do.” Pres-
ident Zellmer explained that the 
Institute’s prior mission statement, 
adopted in 1991, “has served us 
well,” but was deemed to lack the 
desired clarity of purpose.

In November, AIHP’s Board of Di-
rectors voted to give the Robert P. 
Fischelis Award to the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School of Phar-
macy for its decades of support for 
the Institute and its contributions to 
the field of the history of pharmacy. 

AIHP Executive Director Greg 
Higby presented the award to Ste-
ven M. Swanson, PhD, Dean of 
the UW School of Pharmacy, at 
AIHP’s Annual Business Meeting. 
The Robert P. Fischelis Award rec-
ognizes persons or organizations 
that have had an important im-
pact on the field of the history of 
pharmacy or on the well-being of 
the Institute. The award is given in 
honor of the late Robert P. Fische-
lis, a gifted leader of the pharmacy 
profession and a generous benefac-
tor of the Institute. When present-

ing the award, Higby noted that 
“the Institute could not have exist-
ed over the past 77 years without 
the active and ongoing support of 
the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison School of Pharmacy.” Higby 
also cited the contributions to the 
field of the history of pharmacy by 
the school’s faculty.

During 2018, AIHP published two 
editions of Pharmacy in History. 

AIHP mourned the death in Octo-
ber of longtime member and past 
President William H. Helfand. An 
avid collector of and an interna-
tionally recognized authority about 
the history of medical ephemera, 
Helfand first joined the Institute in 
1953 and was a frequent attendee 
and contributor to AIHP events 
and activities. Over the years, Hel-
fand authored or co-authored near-
ly 70 articles for Pharmacy in His-
tory, including 51 installments of 
his popular “Historical Images of 
the Drug Market,” which featured 
items from his unparalleled collec-
tion. He also wrote several books 

published by AIHP, including 
Medicine & Pharmacy in American 
Political Prints and Potions Pills and 
Purges: The Art of Pharmacy.

Selected publications

•	Bond G. Love him and let him 
go: The American Colonization 
Society’s James Brown – Pioneer-
ing African-American apothecary 
in the United States and Liberia, 
1802-1853, Part I—The Unit-
ed States. Pharmacy in History 
2018; 60(3): 77-88.

•	Gregg A. Francis Peyre Porcher, 
MD: Botanist, physician, phar-
macist, and scientist. Pharmacy 
in History 2018; 60(1-2): 3-16.

•	Smith DJ. Outside the pale of 
professionalism: The Pharma-
cists Union of Greater New York, 
1932-1941. Pharmacy in History 
2018; 60(3): 55-76.

•	Worthen D. Good enough for 
America: Adulterated drugs and the 
1848 Drug Import Act. Pharmacy 
in History 2018; 60(1-2): 17-28.

dennis.birke@aihp.org

The American Institute of the History of Pharmacy is now accepting nominations for the Urdang 
Medal and the Kremers Award, two of the most prestigious awards for scholarly work in the his-
tory of pharmacy. The deadline for receipt of nominations is 30 April 2019.
The George Urdang Medal is awarded for an original and scholarly publication, or series of pub-
lications, pertaining primarily to historical or historico-social aspects of pharmacy. The Medal 
may also be awarded for popular works intended to achieve more widespread appreciation for, and 
better understanding of, pharmacy and its past among members of the pharmaceutical profession, 
allied professions, or the public. The Urdang Medal is awarded without restriction as to citizenship of the 
author or place of publication. Evaluation is based on competence of research and skill of interpretation and presentation. 
The nominee’s age, total number of publications or previous honors is not given primary consideration.
Nominations are evaluated by a committee consisting of three members of AIHP’s Committee on Awards and three histo-
rians of pharmacy from countries other than the United States. If awarded, the 2019 Urdang Medal will be presented at the 
44th International Congress for the History of Pharmacy, which will be held in Washington, DC in early September 2019. 
The Urdang Medal was established in 1952 in honor of Professor George Urdang, one of AIHP’s founders and a re-
nowned scholar of the history of pharmacy.
The Edward Kremers Award was established in 1961 to honor Edward Kremers, a pioneer of American pharmaceutical 
education, distinguished American historian of pharmacy, and one of AIHP’s founders. The Kremers Award is conferred on 
the same basis as the Urdang Medal, except that the candidates for the Kremers Award must be citizens of the United States.
The deadline for submitting nominations for either award is 30 April 2019. Complete nominations forms should be 
emailed to aihp@aihp.org or mailed to the office of the American Institute of the History of Pharmacy, 777 Highland 
Avenue, Madison, WI 53705 USA.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 2019 URDANG MEDAL AND KREMERS AWARD
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“The Pharmacist and 
Quality Medicines”
5-8 September 2019

 Washington, DC, USA
In early September 2019, historians and phar-
macists from around the globe will gather at 
the Capital Hilton in Washington, DC, to dis-
cuss and explore pharmacy’s fascinating past.

The 44th  International Congress for the His-
tory of Pharmacy will address two interrelated 
themes:  the history of the work of the phar-
macist (i.e., pharmacy practice) and the profes-
sion’s effort to provide medicines of good quali-
ty. Scholars are invited to submit abstracts for podium and poster presentations that touch on these topics including 
the training, literature, and regulation of pharmacists or the social, scientific, technologic, or economic aspects of 
pharmaceuticals and the pharmaceutical industry. 

The 44th International Congress for the History of Pharmacy is co-sponsored by the American Institute for the 
History of Pharmacy and the International Society for the History of Pharmacy. It is supported by a generous grant 
from the United States Pharmacopeial Convention. 

Please visit http://44ichp.org for further information. 

44TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR THE HISTORY OF PHARMACY

•	 21-22 March 2019: Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker: Vortragstagung der 
Fachgruppe Geschichte der Chemie, Halle, Germany

•	 29-31 March 2019: Annual Conference of the British Society for the History 
of Pharmacy, Portsmouth, UK 

•	 27-28 April 2019: Festsymposium zum 70. Geburtstag von François Ledermann: 
Scientia non usius populi sed orbis terrarum – Zur Vielsprachigkeit in der 
Geschichte der Pharmazie – Le multilinguisme en histoire de la pharmacie, 
Bern, Switzerland

•	 18 May 2019: 66th Symposium of the Section of History of Pharmacy of the 
Czech Pharmaceutical Society, Kuks, Czechia

•	 18-19 May 2019: National Congress of the Kring Voor de Geschiedenis van de 
Pharmacie in Belenux, Bruges, Belgium 

•	 8-9 June 2019: National Congress of the Accademia Italiana di Storia della 
Farmacia, Matera, Italy

•	 13-15 June 2019: First International Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Symposium for the 
History of Science in Islam, Istanbul, Turkey

•	 26-29 November 2019: Second International Congress on History of Medicine 
in Islam and Iran, Tehran, Iran 

•	 5-8 September 2019: 44th International Congress for the History of Pharmacy, 
Washington, D.C., USA

(Please visit the following web site for updates
http://histpharm.org/recent-and-incoming/)
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